Westerberg, English 5-6

OUTSIDE READING OPTIONS

Third Quarter Novel

Directions: Select one of the following options for your second outside reading novel.  Below each selection, write down the oral instructions I give you so you have clear guidelines on how to execute the project.

1. Create a Childhood  If your main character is an adult, try to figure out what he or she would have been like as a child.  Write the story of his or her childhood in a way that shows why he or she is the way he or she is in the novel.

2. Movie Recommendations  From all of the movies you’ve seen (or remember seeing), pick five you would recommend that your character see.  Give a brief summary of each movie and explain why you think your character should see it.  You may change this topic to Book Recommendations if you’d like.

3. File a Complaint  Adapt the persona of one of the characters who you feel is portrayed in a sexist or racist manner.  Write a complaint explaining what you feel was unjust in your portrayal and explain the actions you would like the author to take to remedy the biased portrayal. 

4. Talk to the Author  Write a letter to the author of the book explaining what you liked/disliked, discussing its meaning, saying whatever you want to say.  Reference specifics from the story.  If the author is still alive, send the letter to her/him via the publisher of the book.

5. A Character’s Fears  Think deeply about your main character and make inferences based on his/her actions and on what other characters say about this person.  What do you assume this character fears?  What does this character want to avoid most?  Write an essay arguing what you feel your character fears the most; support your claims with evidence.

Due Date:

General Notes: Though substance is always more important to me than grammatical precision, you are responsible for implementing all skills from our grammar mini-lessons.  Continue to hone your writing style.  PRECISE AND VIVID.

